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BOROUGH  OF  CHORLEY 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 

As  in  previous  years,  I should  like  in  this  introduction  to  refer  to  some 
of  the  more  important  matters  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

Regarding  the  Vital  Statistics,  the  population  of  the  Borough  at  the 
middle  of  1963,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  was  31,210  which 
is  precisely  the  same  as  that  estimated  for  the  middle  of  1962. 

The  number  of  live  births  assignable  to  the  Borough  was  555  of  which 
251  were  males  and  304  females  and  of  the  total  37  were  illegitimate.  The 
number  of  births  in  the  previous  year  was  560.  The  crude  birth  rate  for  the  year 
i963  was  17.8  (adjusted  19.0)  per  1,000  estimated  population  whilst  the  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  County  of  Lancaster  were  18.2  and  18.28  (ad- 
justed 18.83). 

The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  for  the  year  1963  was  418 
which,  it  is  pleasing  to  note,  is  25  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  crude 
death  rate  was  13.4  (adjusted  13.9)  for  1,000  estimated  population.  The  death 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  Lancashire  were  12.2  and  12.69  (adjusted 
13.83).  The  fact  that  there  were  fewer  deaths  during  the  year  is  perhaps  some- 
what surprising  in  view  of  the  exceptionally  cold  weather  experienced  during  the 
early  months  of  the  year. 

The  Registrar  General  has  this  year  provided  a table  giving  the  causes 
of  death  in  age  groups  and  the  table  is  reproduced  on  page  1 1 of  the  report. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  181  (54  males  and  127  females)  of  the  418  deaths 
occured  in  persons  75  years  of  age  or  over  and  that  a further  113  (56  males 
and  57  females)  were  between  65  and  75  years  of  age.  Comparing  the  causes 
of  death  with  those  of  the  previous  year  thqre  Were,  6'  fewer  from  all  forms 
of  Cancer,  actually  59,  of  which  13  were  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  4 fewer 
than  in  1962.  The  number  ofl  deaths  from  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  at  83  showed  an  increase  of  4.  Diseases  of  the  heart  accounted  for  132 
deaths  indluding  67  from  coronary  diseasei  compared  with  136  and  75  in  the 
previous  year.  Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  numbered  40  as  against  56. 
Three  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  the  same  as  the  previous 
year.  It  is  regrettable  that  6 persons  resorted  to  death  by  suicide,  such  was  the 
case  in  5 persons  in  1962. 
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Experts  in  the  United  States  of  America  have  confirmed  the  opinion  of 
those  in  this  country  that  there  is  a definite  association  between  cigarette  smok- 
ing and  Lung  Cancer.  A considerable  body  of  opinion  favours  the  view  that 
atmospheric  pollution  also  plays  an  important  part  in  the  causation  of  this  and 
other  lung  diseases.  During  the  year  film  shows  and  talks  directed  against 
tobacco  smoking  have  been  given  in  several  of  the  schools  in  the  Borough  in- 
cluding a visit  by  a Mobile  Team  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age  was, 
12,  of  whom  9 died  during  the  first  week  of  life.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
the  previous  year  were  15  and  11.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Borough 
for  1963  was  accordingly  21.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  the  Nat- 
ional figure  of  20.9  and  the  County  figure  of  23.3. 

Turning  now  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  it  is  found  that  the 
total  number  of  notifications  during  the  year  was  528  as  compared  with  220  in 
the  previous  year.  This  increase  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  438 
cases  of  measles  were  notified  as  against  153  in  1962.  The  production  of  a sat- 
isfactory vaccine  to  counteract  the  high  incidence  of  this  disease  has  been  ex- 
peted  for  some  time  but  as  yet  it  is  still  at  the  trial  stage.  The  number  of  cases 
of  Whooping  Cough  notified  was  45  which  is  rather  disappointing  in  view  of  the 
decline  in  incidence  since  the  introduction  of  vaccination  againslt  th^s  disease 
several  years  ago.  One  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year.  For- 
tunately, the  child,  who  had  not  been  protected  by  vaccination,  recovered  with 
little  or  no  disability.  This  occurence  should  serve  as  a warning  that  it  would 
be  extremely  foolish  to  relax  our  efforts  to  maintain  a high  degree  of  protection 
against  this  dangerous  disease  by  vaccination.  Protection  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  by  immunisation  is  also  of  great  importance  and 
parents  are  strongly  advised  to  see  that  their  children  have  the  advantage  of  the 
facilities  available.  A sharp  reminder  that  Typhoid  is  still  a disease  to  be  re- 
reckoned with,  came  during  the  year  1963,  in  the  outbreak  at  Zermatt  in  Switz- 
erland which  caused  a number  of  cases  in  this  country  and  more  recently  in  the 
outbreak  at  Aberdeen.  The  lesson  to  ba  learned  from  these  occu^nces  is  that  the 
strictest  attention  must  still  be  paid  to  such  matters  as  food  hygiene,  purity  of 
water  supplies,  efficient  sewerage  disposal  and  not  least  a high  standard  of 
personal  hygiene.  The  washing  of  hands  after  using  the  toilet  is  still  not  practised 
by  everyone  and  absence  of  washing  facilities  in  many  public  conveniences  and 
lack  of  hot  water  systems  in  many  homes  and  schools  does  little  to  encourage 
cleanly  habits.  Many  Local  Authorities  are  reluctant  to  provide  washing  facilities 
in  public  conveniences  because  of  the  wanton  destruction  which  goes  on  in  such 
premises  but  it  is  a sad  state  of  affairs  if  the  thoughtlessness  of  a few  are  to  be 
allowed  to  endanger  the  health  of  the  public.  Typhoid  and  other  food  borne  dis- 
eases will  not  flourish  if  hygiene  is  kept  at  a high  standard. 

A perusal  of  the  Report  will  show  that  the  various  aspects  of  environ- 
mental hygiene  in  the  Borough  continued  to  receive  careful  attention  and  as 
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indicated  above  the  importance  of  this  work  can  not  be  over  emphasised.  During 
the  year  Mr.  H.  Ward,  Public  Health  Inspector  in  the  Borough  for  many  years 
was  unfortunately  compelled  to  retire  on  account  of  ill-health.  His  sound  know- 
ledge and  interest  in  all  aspects  of  the  work  is  a big  loss  to  the  Department. 

Another  loss  to  the  Department  was  the  resignation  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Watchorn, 
Public  Health  Inspector  who  left  to  take  up  a similar  appointment  with  a 
neighbouring  authority.  We  were  fortunate,  however,  in  being  able  to  recruit  two 
inspectors  and  to  appoint  Mr.  G.  W.  Armitaga  from  Stratford-on-Avon  as  Deputy 
(.  hief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  conclusion  I must  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Dr.  Black,  Assistant 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Mr.  Morse,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  Officers  of  all  Departments  for  their 
willing  assistance  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am  most  gratefui  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  continued  support  and  encouragement. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WALKER, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  Borough  of  Chorley  is  a compact  industrial  Lancashire  town  cover- 
ing nearly  4,300  acres,  of  which  about  680  acres  were  added,  in  1934,  from  the 
surrounding  rural  area,  including  the  Duxbury  Estate  (650  acres)  and  parts  of 
the  parishes  of  Euxton  and  Heath  Charnock. 

The  town  is  situated  approximately  at  the  centre  of  a triangle  formed  by 
the  County  Boroughs  of  Preston,  Wigan  and  Bolton,  and  is  placed  on  elevated 
ground  (average  about  300  feet)  at  the  approaches  to  the  Pennine  Range,  which 
rises  sharply  to  the  East,  the  sea  being  located  approximately  10  miles  to  the 
West.  The  subsoil  is  mainly  clay,  with  outcrops  of  sand  and  gravel. 

,1^06  majority  of  the  houses  are  the  terraced  type  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
with,  municipal  housing  estates  on  the  outskirts.  The  town  is  well  provided  with 
several  small  green  recreation  grounds,  and  possesses  in  Astley  Park,  near  the 
centre  of  the  town,  a large  natural  parkland  of  much  beauty,  comprising  nearly 
100  acres. 

The  principal  industries  are  cotton  weaving,  spinning  and  bleaching,  motor 
works,  floor-cloth  manufacture,  and  steam  laundries.  A large  proportion  of  female 
labour  is  normally  employed. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  statistics  for  the  years  1962 


1963. 

1962 

1963 

Population  (estimated) 

31,210 

31,210 

Number  of  Deaths  (corrected) 

443 

418 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  . .. 

15.6 

13.9 

Live  Births  

560 

555 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

18.1 

19.0 

Still-births  

20 

10 

Still-births  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  .... 

34.5 

17.7 

Total  live  and  still  births  

580 

565 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

15 

12 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — total 

26.8 

21.6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
legitimate  

25.4 

21.6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1.000  live  births 
illegitimate  

1.4 

Neo  Natal  Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  (first  four  weeks)  

21.4 

18.0 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per,  1,000  live 
births  (under  1 week) 

19.6 

16.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000 
live  and  still-births). 

53,4 

33.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 
births  

5.36 

6.6 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

— 

— 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births  

Number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  

3 

3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

O.IO 

0.10 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0.10 

0.10 

Borough  covers  an  area  of  4,292  acres 
Population  Census,  1951 

32,636 

Population  Census,  1961 

32,262 

10,608 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (Rate  Books) 

10,573 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough 

£323,083 

£329,726 

Product  of  Id.  Rato 

£1,275 

£1,305 

CALIStS  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1963  IN  THE  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  CHORLEY 
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TABLE  I. 


Live 

Births 

De; 
(All  C 

iihs 

Causes) 

Stillt 

)irths 

Mat 

Mor 

5rnal 

calicy 

1 

To 

afant  V 

tal 

orcalit) 

Neo- 

f 

Natal 

No 

Regis- 

tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop’n 

No. 

Regis- 

tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop’n 

No. 

Regis- 

tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Total 

Births 

No.  of 
D’ths 
Regis- 
tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Total 

Births 

No.  of 
D’ths 
Regis- 
tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Live 

Births 

No.  of 
D’ths 
Regis- 
tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Live 

Births 

Year  1963 

555 

* 

17.8 

418 

* 

13.4 

10 

17.7 

Nil. 

Nil. 

12 

21.6 

10 

18.0 

Year  1962 
1961 
1960 
1959 
1958 

560 

546 

473 

511 

459 

17.9 

17.6 
15.1 
16.3 

14.6 

443 

431 

406 

457 

437 

14.2 

13.9 

13.0 

14.5 

13.9 

20 

10 

11 

13 

8 

34.5 

18.0 

22.7 

24.8 
17 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4.28 

15 

18 

14 

7 

17 

26.8 

33.0 

29.6 

13.7 
37 

12 

14 

11 

3 

13 

19.6 

18.3 

23.3 
5.9 

28.3 

Avg.  5 years 
1958-62 

_ 

16,3 

13.9 

23.4 

- . - 

.9 

__ 

28.0 

_ 

19.1 

* L.A-  A Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor,  1.07)  = 19.0  per  1000 

® Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor,  1.04)  = 13.9  per  1000 

TABLE  1 1 . 
Infant  Mortality  Rates. 


Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

1958 

37 

22.5 

1959 

13.7 

22.0 

1960 

29.6 

21.7 

1961 

33.0 

21.4 

1962 

26.8 

21.4 

1963 

21.6 

20.9 

TABLE  III.  TABLE  IV. 

Birth  Rates  (Crude)  Death  Rates  (Crude) 


Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

1958 

14.6 

16.4 

1958 

13.9 

11.7 

1959 

16.3 

16.5 

1959 

14.5 

11.6 

1960 

15.1 

17.1 

1960 

13.0 

11.5 

1961 

17.6 

17.4 

1961 

13.9 

12.0 

1962 

17.9 

18.0 

1962 

14.2 

11.9 

1963 

17.8 

13.2 

1963 

13.4 

12.2 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  the  Borough  of  Chorley  since  1948. 


13 


ro 

CO 

NO 

vD 

On 

Ol 

o 

“r 

r-s* 

O' 

ol 

<x> 

NO 

o 

rv 

vO 

o 

ro 

04 

-t- 

_ 

sO 

ON 

o 

in 

NO 

r^‘ 

ro 

ro 

o 

04 

m 

-t 

I960 

LO 

13,0 

1 

29.6 

o 

+ 2 1 

O 

LO 

LT' 


m uo 

sO 


00 

4- 


1958 

1 

14.6 

13  9 

37.0 

1 

CD 

1 

Os. 

o 

i -f- 

O' 

ro 

o 

1 

>0 

LO 

ON 

OJ 

00 

o 

ro 

~ 

I 

+ 

nO 

tn 


Lo 

LO  O O 

— — r>i 


00 

+ 


LO 

LO 

ON 


ON 


04 


O 

04 


I 

! 


LO 

o 

-f- 


LO 

ON 


On  00 
ro 


04 


+ 


ro 

1 _ 

tv. 

«-o 

ON 

1 '0‘ 

ro 

T— * 

O (vl' 

ro 

i + 

04 

t-O 

On 


O UO 
LO‘  04 


LTI 

ro 


m 

04 

+ 


iO 

On 


LO 


uo 


NO 

o' 

+ 


O 

LO 

On 


LO 


On 


04 


LO 

OJ 


1949 

17.2 

13.3 

32. 

1.72 

O' 

+ 

"oT  ^ . . 

^ ^ OJ  -o  ^ ^ 

o 

1/) 

ex;  U U 


■h  <u 

oa  Q 


ro 


w 

u v 

F t:  <u 

0) 

c 

o ^ m 

u 

3 

k. 

KJ 

. 

E ex; 

TO  21  q; 

w 

C 

c 

Z 

z 

14 


15 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Since  ihe  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  the  personal  health 
serxices  of  the  Borough  have  been  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council, 
as  the  "Local  Authority”  under  the  Act.  These  services  include  the  Ante-Natal 
C linics,  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  the  School  Health  Services  — Medical  and 
Dental,  and  the  Home  Nursing  Services. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  also  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Hospital  Services  which  include  all  the  local  and  near-by  hospitals, 
are  now  maintained  by  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Management  Committee. 


Laboratory  Service. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Preston,  which  forms  part  of  the  nation’s 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  undertakes  all  the  work  of  the  Borough  of 
Chorley  in  this  field. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  caters  for  every  aspect  of  the  public 
health  work  of  a local  authority  related  to  the  bacteriological  and  biological 
examinations  of  samples  and  specimens. 


DETAILS  OF  COUNTY  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  following  services  are  administered  on  behalf  of  Lancashire  County 
Council  by  No.  4 Division  Health  Committee.  The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is 
Dr.  J.  Walker,  55,  Victoria  Road,  Fulwood.  Tel.  Preston  77263  and  the  local 
-Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Dr.  D.  J.  Black,  School  Clinic, 
Collison  Avenue,  Tel.  Chorley  2709. 


.Ambulance  Service 

There  are  4 ambulances,  1 sitting  case  car  and  3 dual  purpose  cars  stationed 
at  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Preston  Street,  Chorley.  The  work  done  by  this 
station  covers  the  area  of  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts.  All  these  ve- 
hicles are  radio  controlled  from  the  County  Ambulance  Headquarters  at  Broughton. 
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Midwifery  Service 

There  are  two  domiciliary  Midwives  serving  Chorley  who  attend  expectant 
mothers  who  are  confined  at  home. 


Home  Nursing  Service 

There  are  established  in  various  parts  of  Chorley  4 female  District  Nurses, 
2 State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses  and  2 male  District  Nurses.  The  duties  of 
these  nurses  include  nursing  care  of  patients  in  their  own  homes  and  they  arrange 
for  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment  in  suitable  cases. 


Home  Help  Service 

Home  Helps  are  employed  in  Chorley  and  help  a variety  of  cases  includ- 
ing confinements,  sickness,  old  age  and  infirmity,  and  Tuberculosis  cases.  Night 
Helps  are  also  employed  where  needed. 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 

There  is  a weekly  session  held  at  The  School  Clinic,  Collison  Avenue, 
Chorley,  when  a Consultant  Obstetrician,  employed  by  the  Preston  and  Chorley 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  attends. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

Three  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  open  each  week  in  the  district,  one  at 
Eaves  Lane,  each  Wednesday  afternoon,  one  at  Collison  Avenue  open  on  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays,  and  All  Saints.  Moor  Road,  being  open  Thursday  afternoons.  A 
Doctor  and  Health  Visitor  attend  each  clinic  and  advice  is  readily  given  in  infant 
care  and  management  and  baby  foods  sold. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  available  through  doctors  surgeries 
and  the  school  clinic  in  the  Borough. 
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School  Medical  Service 

Medical  and  hygiene  inspections  are  carried  out  at  the  schools  and  clinic 
sessions  are  held  at  Collison  Avenue,  Chorley,  for  a variety  of  treatments  including 
minor  ailments,  dental  care,  orthopaedic  and  ophthalmic  conditions.  The  County 
Council  make  special  provision  for  residential  schooling  for  various  categories  of 
handicapped  children  such  as  the  blind,  partially  sighted,  deaf  and  dumb,  epileptics, 
delicate  and  backward. 

The  school  clinic  in  Collison  Avenue  is  a new  building  opened  in  October, 

1%2. 

Convalescent  Care 

In  suitable  cases  arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission  of  patients  to 
convalescent  homes. 

Welfare  Services 

Residental  homes  are  provided  to  accommodate  elderly  and  infirm  persons 
who  have  no  longer  any  one  to  adequately  care  for  them.  One  such  home  is 
Coniston  House,  Tootell  Street,  Chorley.  Handicapped  persons  are  also  assisted. 

Chiropody  Service 

Chiropody  sessions  were  held  at  the  School  Clinic,  Collison  Avenue,  during 
the  year  for  persons  of  pensionable  age,  expectant  mothers,  and  registered  handi- 
capped persons.  In  addition  a domiciliary  service  is  available  for  those  unable 
to  attend  the  clinic. 

A similar  service  was  also  available  through  the  Chorley  Voluntary  Old 
Peoples’  Welfare  Committee. 

Welfare 

Short  term  care  for  elderly  people  was  available  during  the  year,  mainly 
to  give  a respite  for  persons  caring  for  elderly  relatives  at  home,  or  to  allow 
them  to  take  a holiday. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  serving  the  area  are  based  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office,  Fulwood  and  are  available  to  give  advice.  A Social  Centre  for 
persons  requiring  rehabilitation  following  mental  illness  operates  each  Tuesday 
afternoon  in  Crown  Street,  Chorley.  For  mentally  sub-normal  children  there  is  a 
Junior  Training  Centre  at  "Mayfield”,  Stratford  Road,  Chorley  and  a Training 
Centre  and  Hostel  for  mentally  subnormal  adults  is  being  built  in  Weld  Bank 
Lane,  Chorley  and  will  be  open  by  the  end  of  1964.  A Youth  Club  for  sub- 
normal children  is  held  each  Friday  evening  at  Newtrees,  Stump  Lane,  Chorley. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Prevalence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (except  T.B.) 


1963  and  1962. 


1963 


Cases 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Total 

Admitted 

Or 

Or. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Cases 

to 

Hospital 

Measles 

144 

180 

8/ 

27 

438 



Scarlet  Fever 

4 

3 

3 

7 

17 

3 

Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

6 

30 

9 

45 



Pneumonia 

5 

4 

3 

7 

19 

1 

Meningococcal  Irfection  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 



Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 * 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 * 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

__ 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1962 


Measles  

9 

81 

44 

19 

153 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

2 

4 

11 

3 

Diphther  a ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

23 

2 

2 

2 

29 

2 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 * 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

8 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

— 

1 

3 

8 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* — These  cases  actually  occurred  in  Hospital. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  tables  that  there  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  1963 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Other  diseases  showed  only  minor  changes 
but  apart  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  the  incidence  of  infectious  dis- 
eases in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  low.  It  will  be  noted  that  one  case 
of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year,  in  a child  who  had  not  been  pre- 
viously vaccinated  against  the  disease.  Fortunately  the  child  recovered  with  little 
or  no  disability. 
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Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  duriug  1963. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

Under  5 years  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 14  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  — 24  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  — 44  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  — 64  years  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

1 

.. 

t 

t 

i 

Totals 

3 

1 

3 

1962  Totals: — 

11 

3 

1961  Totals; — 

4 

1 

Two  respiratory  cases  were  added  to  the  register  being  transfers  from  other 
authorities. 


No.  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were; — 

Pulmonary  65 

Non-Pulmonary  15 

Removal  from  Register  25 
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Brucellosis 

The  Laboratory  continued  to  examine  all  raw  milk  for  the  presence  of 
Brucella  organisms  which  cause  Undulant  Fever  in  man.  Pasteurisation  renders 
the  milk  safe  but  it  is  possible  for  raw  milk,  i.e.  Tuberculin  Tested,  to  contain 
the  organisms.  Laboratory  examinations  were  made  on  68  samples  of  milk,  and 
8 were  found  to  contain  these  organisms.  Now  that  tuberculosis  has  been 
eradicated  from  dairy  herds,  the  time  would  seem  ripe  for  similar  steps  to  be  taken 
against  this  disease.  In  the  meantime  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  have  commenced  a free  vaccination  service  for  calves  which  may  in  time 
help  to  free  herds  of  this  infection  and  a national  survey  has  been  carried  out 
which  may*  lead  to  more  vigorous  action.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  power 
to  order  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms  but  for 
various  reasons  the  Regulation  is  difficult  to  apply  and  usually  pasteurisation  ot' 
infected  milk  is  undertaken  voluntarily  by  the  farmer  concerned. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  WATER  SUPPLY 


The  town  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Water 
Works  at  Rivington  (the  Chorley  supply  coming  from  filter  beds  at  (“The  Nab”) 
with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  properties  on  the  Duxbury  Estate,  whose  supply 
is  drawn  from  the  Manchester  supply,  as  the  pipe  lines  to  that  city  traverse  the 
area  on  their  way  from  Thirlmere  The  water  is  soft,  being  upland  surface  water. 

The  water  supply  continues  to  be  chlorinated,  and  treated  by  the  soda  ash 
process  to  prevent  plumbo  solvent  action. 

Weekly  bacteriological  and  periodical  chemical  analyses  are  carried  out 
by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  who  forward  copies  of  their  analyses  to  the  Public 
Health  Department.  Since  these  copies  were  requested  in  1941  the  results  have 
proved  invariably  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  its  plumbo  solvent  action. 

In  addition,  the  Department  took  1 sample  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation from  the  Public  Supply  and  7 samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
1 sample  for  chemical  analysis  frlpm  private  supplies  during  the  year.  The 
Public  Supply  sample  result  was  satisfactory  as  also  were  3 Bacteriological  and 
I Chemical  result  from  private  supplies. 

Practically  all  the  houses  within  the  Borough  receive  a mains  water  supply; 
the  exceptions  being  the  outlying  farms  and  cottages.  These  number  11  dwelling- 
houses  (including  5 farms). 

In  a number  of  cases  where  the  water  supply  has  proved  to  be  inadequate 
due  to  low  pressure,  and  with  several  houses  sharing  a common  service  pipe, 
the  owners  have  been  requested  to  provide  a sufficient  supply. 

This  has  mostly  been  accomplished  by  running  a new  service  pipe  or 
pipes  from  the  street  main.  The  provision!  of  a new  piped  supply  from  the  street 
main  is  a costly  item,  and  the  Water  Undertaking  have  now  agreed  to  bring 
the  rising  main  to  the  stop  lapsi  on  the  pavements  at  their  expense.  This  should 
encourage  more  owners  to  re-lay  the  pipes  for  which  they  are  responsible,  so 
providing  an  adequate  supply  at  a reduced  cost. 

In  some  cases  a reasonably  good  water  is  rendered  of  doubtful  quality 
by  poor  arrangements  and  conditions  of  pipes,  or  other  extraneous  cause. 

There  were  10,621  houses  on  a mains  water  supply  in  the  Borough,  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  No  houses  are  supplied  by  stand  pipe. 
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The  pressure  of  water  in  some  parts  of  the  town  is  not  good  and  leads 
to  consequent  neglect  of  all  those  main  cleansing  functions  for  which  water  is 
used. 


It  is  essential  that  a wholesome  and  sufficient  supply  of  water  is  available 
to  all  householders,  if  a satisfactory  standard  of  health  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  population  is  about 
41.9  gallons,  compared  with  38.1  gallons  for  the  previous  year.  (This  figure  in- 
cludes the  town’s  use  of  water  for  industrial  purposes,  as  well  as  domestic.) 

There  was  an  extension  of  the  water  supply  to  exsisting  houses  in  Emily 
Street,  Victoria  Terrace,  Alexandra  Street,  Crosse  Hall  Street,  and  Bolton  Road 
and  to  new  houses  in  Collingwood  Road,  Southdowns  Road,  Astley  Road  Estate, 
Gillibrand  Estate  and  Lighthurst  Estate. 

The  following  are  details  of  2 examinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
for  the  fluorine  content  and  contamination  by  lead. 


(1)  Drinking  Water,  Public  Supply. 

Lead  Nil;  Copper  0.03;  Zinc  Nil;  Flourine  0.11;  pH  Value  7.7. 

The  amount  of  copper  found  is  well  within  the  recommended  limit  of  1.0 
part  per  million  for  this  metal  in  drinking  waters.  The  amount  of  fluoride 
found  is  typical  of  the  amounts  found  in  the  natural  waters  of  this  district. 


(2)  Drinking  Water,  Public  Supply. 

Lead  0.1;  Copper  Nil;  Zinc.  Nil;  Fluorine  0.115;  pH  Value  7.5. 

The  amount  of  lead  present  is  equal  to  the  recommended  international 
limit  of  0.1  part  per  million  although  a generally  accepted  limit  of  0.3  part  per 
million  was  formerly  considered  acceptable.  TTie  amount  of  fluoride  found  is 
approximately  one  tenth  of  the  optimum  and  recommended  quantity  of  1 part 
per  million  for  fluoridated  waters. 


2.  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  use  in  the  Borough,  the  Corporation 
Swimming  Baths  and  Hartwood  Hall,  an  open-air  pool,  the  latter  being  privately 
owned  but  open  to  the  public  in  the  summer  months. 
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At  both  swimming  baths  the  water  used  is  from  the  Liverpool  Corpora- 
tion’s mains  supply,  and  it  is  treated  by  filtration  and  chlorination,  the  period  of 
complete  circulation  or  "change”  of  water  being  4 hours  at  the  Corporation  baths 
and  Hartwood  Hall. 

During  the  year  7 bacteriological  and  1 chemical  sample  were  taken.  One 
bacteriological  sample  from  the  Corporation  baths  and  I chemical  sample  from 
Hartwood  Hall  were  unsatisfactory. 


3.  SEWERAGE 


The  outlying  farms  and  cottages  in  the  Borough  are  parts  not  served  by 
the  water  carriage  system  and  houses  in  the  Euxton  Lane,  Bolton  Road,  Wigan 
Lane  and  Carr  Lane  districts  are  drained  to  septic  tanks,  no  sewers  being  available. 
o6  new  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 

Many  small  septic  tanks  give  rise  to  nuisances  by  reason  of  blocked  filters 
and  the  difficulty  of  ensuring  that  the  effluent  has  been  properly  treated.  Considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  sewering  of  these  houses  where  practicable. 

Sewage  disposal  is  effected  at  the  works  at  Common  Bank  and  Cowling. 

The  principal  sewage  works,  serving  more  than  three  quarters  of  the  area  of 
the  Borough,  is  situated  at  Common  Bank  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  Town. 
Cowling  subsidiary  installation  deals  with  sewage  from  the  eastern  and  southern 
parts  of  the  Borough. 

Sewage  from  Chorley  is  received  at  Common  Bank  through  four  trunk 
sewers  at  the  north  east  of  the  works,  and  that  from  Euxton  and  the  Royal 
Ordnance  Factory  is  conveyed  through  two  separate  sewers  on  the  westerly  side. 
The  works  comprise  mechanically  operated  screens,  detritus  channels,  sedimenta- 
tion tanks,  storm  water  tanks,  percolating  bacterial  filters,  humus  and  sludge 
digestion  tanks,  and  sludge  drying  beds. 

Tender  documents  and  final  working  drawings  have  now  been  completed 
in  respect  of  the  East  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  and  a start  on  the  work 
is  expected  in  the  early  autumn  of  next  year. 

The  extensions  to  the  Common  Bank  Sewerage  Disposal  Works  are  in 
the  hands  of  Consulting  Engineers  who  are  proceeding  with  the  detail  design 
following  approval  in  principle  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment. It  is  not  anticipated  that  a start  will  be  made  on  this  section  of  the  work 
until  1965. 
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4.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  Lancashire  River  Board  has  jurisdiction  in  regard  to  rivers  and  streams 
pollution  in  the  Borough.  The  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  has  become  a 
national  problem  and  stringent  measures  are  required  to  combat  this  menace. 


Factories  Act  1961 

For  the  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act. 
1961,  see  Page  49. 
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PART  2. 


CLEAN  AIR. 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

HOUSING. 

MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  (GENERAL). 
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CLEAN  AIR 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder  give  local 
authorities  powers  and  duties  for  the  prevention  of  air  pollution,  providing  for 
the  limitation  of  emissions  of  dark  smoke;  certain  controls  over  the  installation 
of  new  furnaces;  requirements  to  minimise  grit  and  dust  emission;  control  over 
new  chimney  heights;  smoke  control  areas;  research  and  publicity;  and  the  making 
of  building  byelaws. 

Much  work  remains  to  be  done  before  the  aims  of  this  legislation  are 
accomplished,  but  steady  progress  is  being  made,  although  air  pollution  in  Chorley 
emanates  more  from  domestic  premises  than  from  industry. 

Little  time  could  be  given  to  this  aspect  of  the  departments  work  during 
the  year,  but  11  smoke  observations  were  made,  2 excessive  emissions  being  re- 
corded which  entailed  9 visits  to  industrial  premises. 


Investigation  of  Air  Pollution 

The  Department  continues  to  participate  in  the  Investigation  of  Air  Poll- 
ution in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research, 
and  the  Air  Pollution  Standard  Deposit  Guage  was  in  operation  for  two  months 
being  superseded  in  May  by  apparatus  measuring  the  average  daily  amount  of 
Smoke  and  Sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air.  The  following  are  the  monthly  figures 
obtained,  together  with  comparable  figures  for  Worthing  and  Salford:- 


Month 

Smoke 

Microgrammes  per  cubic  metre 

Sulphur  Dioxide 
parts  per  million 

Chorley 

Salford 

Worthing 

Chorley 

Salford 

Worthing 

May 

170 

315 

19 

57 

275 

34 

June 

99 

243 

13 

56 

240 

36 

July 

67 

280 

7 

19 

258 

21 

August 

176 

253 

10 

49 

219 

24 

September 

195 

• — 

25 

112 

— 

40 

October 

222 

462 

36 

69 

294 

51 

November 

298 

— 

46 

33 

— 

52 

December 

588 

600 

157 

288 

360 

173 
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The  nature  and  extent  of  pollution  must  be  known  for  effective  action  to 
be  taken  to  reduce  it,  and  only  by  continuous  recordings  by  scientific  methods 
can  the  necessary  knowledge  be  obtained.  A large  number  of  local  authorities 
throughout  the  country  participate  in  the  scheme  and  the  monthly  figures  are 
sent  to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  Research, 
who  act  in  an  advisory  and  co-ordinating  capacity.  At  the  Laboratory  the  results 
of  the  investigations  are  collated  and  circulated  monthly  to  participating  local 
authorities,  so  making  available  an  overall  picture  of  pollution  throughout  the 
country  as  well  as  the  means  of  making  comparisons  between  authorities. 


Notifications  of  Proposals  to  Install  New  Furnaces 

Notifications  were  received  of  proposals  to  install  four  new  furnaces,  one 
of  which  was  a replacement  for  an  old  installation. 
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FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


1.  Milk  Supply 

Since  1956  Chorley  and  the  surrounding  districts  have  comprised  a Specified 
Area,  so  that  the  only  milk  now  retailed  within  the  Borough  is  designated  milk, 
that  is  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  came  into  force  on  1st 
October,  1960,  revoking  the  previous  regulations.  The  principal  changes  affecting 
this  authority  are  that  dealers’  licenses  now  permit  sales  outside  as  well  as  inside 
,the  area  of  the  licensing  .authority,  (a  dealer's  (pre-packed  m'ilk)  licence  now 
permits,  the  sale  of  all  three  kinds  of  specially  designated  milk  where  the  milk  is 
obtained  by  the  dealer  in  the  container  in  which  it  is  to  be  supplied  to  the  con- 
sumer;the  period  for  which  a dealer’s  licence  will  be  granted  is  now  five  years 
instead  of  one  year;  and  certain  changes  covering  the  sampling  and  testing  of 
milk. 

The  following  Licences  wer)e  .issued  under  these  Regulations: — 

Dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk)  licences  for  tuberculin  tested, 

pastuerised  and  sterilised  milk  185 

Dealer  (pasteuriser)  licence  — 

Dealer  (steriliser)  licence  — 

167  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and  milk  shops. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 


83  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and 
the  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Type  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

Meth.  Blue  Test 
Sat.  Unsat. 

1 Void  1 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Sat.  Unsat. 

1 Void  1 

Turbidity  Test 
Sat.  Unsat. 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Farm  bottled) 
Milk  

68 

54 

11 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

Milk  

11 

10 

1 

10 

1 

Pasteurised 

Milk  

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

Milk  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 2 

— 
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Biological  Examination  of  Milk 

Samples  submitted  68 

Samples  showing  the  presence  of  B.  tuberculosis  — 

Samples  showing  the  probable  presence  of  Brucella  abortus  8 


Chemical  Analysis 

50  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  for  chemical  analysis  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

(See  Section  6 — “Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955”  for  details). 


2.  Ice  Cream 


There  are  172  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  One  of  the  premises  is  also  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  Ice-Cream,  although  within  the  meaning  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream) 
Regulations,  1959,  the  product  is,  in  fact,  a milk-ice,  the  prescribed  standard  of 
composition  for  which  being  much  lower  than  that  for  ice-cream. 


Three  samples  were  taken  for  subjection  to  the  methylene  blue  reduction 
test,  and  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 


3.  Meat  Inspection  and  Public  Abattoir 


All  slaughtering  of  animals  for  use  as  human  food  is  carried  on  at  the 
Corporation’s  Public  Abattoir,  there  being  no  private  slaughter-houses  in  the 
Borough. 


On  the  1st  October  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  became  operative, 
this  increased  the  work  of  the  staff  engaged  on  meat  inspection  duties.  All 


30 


carcases  passed  fit  for  human  consumption  are  now  marked  in  such  a manner 
that  the  authority  and  the  inspector  can  readily  be  identified.  Detailed  instruct- 
ions are  given  ai  to  the  method  of  inspection,  and  some  37  diseases  or  conditions 
are  listed,  which  should  an  animal  be  found  to  be  suffering  from  one  of  these 
conditions,  it  would  be  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

To  fulfill  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  has  meant  that  regular  overtime 
has  to  be  worked  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  again  showed  a considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year.  How- 
ever, 100  per  cent  inspection  was  maintained.  Complete  and  thorough  inspection 
is,  of  course,  vitally  necessary  whatever  difficulties  there  may  be,  and  in  this 
field  there  are  numerous  difficulties,  but  meat  inspection  is  a duty  which  must 
never  be  neglected. 


The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 

The  Public  Abattoir  equipment  and  conditions  generally  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Regulations.  Feeding  troughs  and  drinking  troughs  in  the  lair- 
age,  and  two  stunning  pens  for  use  in  connection  with  the  slaughter  of  cattle, 
have  been  provided. 


The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 

The  Public  Abattoir  has  been  made  to  comply  with  these  Regulations,  the 
following  works  and  equipment  being  necessary: — 

Wash-hand  basins,  complete  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply,  sterilizing 
units  for  the  sterilization  of  cloths,  knives  and  other  equipment;  new  condemned 
meat  building;  tiling  of  wall  surfaces  and  repairs  to  existing  tiled  surfaces;  im- 
provement of  artificial  lighting;  suitable  area  made  available  in  the  hanging  hall 
for  holding  carcases  requiring  further  examination  ; provision  of  rust  proofed 
offal  hooks  throughout;  replacement  of  wooden  items  of  equipment  by  metal  ones. 

The  installation  of  this  equipment  has  been  completed  during  the  year 
with  the  exception  of  the  provision  of  hot  water  to  the  wash  hand  basins. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 


Licenses  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  the  year 


10 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

7482 

48 

16,010 

3133 

Number  inspected 

7482 

48 

16,010 

3133 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

14 

5 

4 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1957 

320 

276 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cystercercosis 

26.3% 

10.4% 

2.0% 

9.0% 

Tuberculosis  only  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

8 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

.3% 

Cysticercosis  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

13 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

12+ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— -- 

— 

The  success  achieved  by  the  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Scheme  can  readily 
be  seen  from  the  annual  figures  of  the  percentage  of  cattle  found  to  be  affected 
with!  Tuberculosis  upon  post-mortem  examination.  In  1954  the  figure  was  32.2%. 
Last  year,  1962,  the  figure  was  down  to  0.05%,  and  this  year  it  was  nil.  Express- 
ed more  simply  and  approximately,  in  1954  1 in  every  3 cattle  killed  was  affected 
with  Tuberculosis;  in  1962  only  one  in  every  1900  was  so  affected,  and  in  1963 
none  were  affected. 
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Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Offal 

All  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  stained  green  prior  to  being  sold  for 
processing. 

23,5761bs.  of  meat  and  offal  were  disposed  ofi  in  this  way  from  the  Abattoir, 
plus  993  lbs.  of  condemned  imported  and  other  meat  from  retail  shops. 

4.  Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

Type  of  Food  Qty.  Condemned  (lbs.) 


Luncheon  Meat  (Canned)  .... 

8 

Ham  (Canned)  .... 

681 

Tongue  (Canned)  .... 

157 

Corned  Beef  (Canned)  .... 

104 

Chicken 

144 

Icing  Sugar 

149 

Cockles 

60 

Liver  and  Kidney 

41 

Prunes 

35 

Peas 

7 

Strawberries 

8 

Tea 

7 

Cheese 

42 

Butter 

28 

Flour 

140 

Tins,  packets  of  other  foods 

(including  frozen  foods) 

3408 

5.  Food  Premises 


Number  and  Types  of  Food  Premises 


General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  158 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet  fish, 

game,  etc.)  23 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry,  game,  etc.)  ....  4 

Meat  Shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and  preserved 

meats,  tripe,  etc.  ...  40 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners 41 

Fried  fish  shops  22 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice- 
cream, etc.  ....  ....  ....  ....  ■•••  • • 33 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants,  cafes,  snack 

bars  and  similar  catering  establishments 118 

Others  II 
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Number  of  Food  Premises  aud  Hawkers  Registered 


Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955: — 

Ice-Cream  premises  

Potted  and  preserved  food  premises 


172 
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Section  14,  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951: — ■ 


Hawker’s  premises 
Hawkers 


45 

42 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  continued  throughout  the  year,  but 
progress  was  retarded  by  staff  changes  and  illness.  Some  38  informal  notices 
were  served  regarding  contraventions  of  the  regulations. 


Prosecutions 


The  failure  of  Arthur  Ambrose,  154  Pall  Mall,  Chorley,  a butcher,  to 
comply  with  an  informal  Food  Hygiene  notice  resulted  in  a fine  of  £100  being 
imposed  by  Chorley  Magistrates’  Court.  The  summonses  related  to  failure  to 
keep  clean  equipment  and  working  surfaces  with  which  food  was  liable  to  come 
into  contact;  and  failing  to  keep  clean  and  in  good  repair  the  general  structure 
of  the  shop  and  storeroom. 


General  Markets  and  Cattle  Market 


By  the  end  of  1962  the  practice  of  selling  “open”  food  on  the  Cattle 
Market  had  been  discontinued,  and  the  sale  of  “open”  food  on  the  General 
Market  being  confined  entirely  to  “built  in”  stalls. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  18  of  the  22  stallholders  on  the  General  Market 
selling  “open”  food,  had  provided  Hand,  Food  and  Equipment  washing  facilities. 
The  remaining  4 being  in  the  process  of  installation. 

6.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Sampling  and  Administration. 

The  Corporation  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  88  samples  were  taken.  81  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
Three  milk  samples  were  deficient  in  fat  and  two  contained  extraneous  matter. 
Two  samples  of  other  foods  were  reported  as  being  sub-standard. 
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One  of  the  above  sub-standard  samples  infringed  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order  and  the  manufacturer  was  notified  and  agreed  to  amend  the  wording 
concerned. 


Samples  found  to  be  genuine 

.\rticle 

Rum  Liqueur  Chocolates  

Biscuits 

Fish  Cakes  

Fish  Paste  

Chicken  Fritters  

Ice  Cream  

Lard  

Stewed  Steak  and  Gravy  

Mincemeat  

Milk  

Spirits  


No.  of  Samples 
1 

2 

1 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

1 

45 

24 


Total  ....  81 


Food  Complaints 

A number  of  complaints  were  made  by  the  public  to  the  Department  during 
ine  year  concerning  various  foodstuffs.  In  nine  cases,  as  detailed  below,  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  report  the  facts  to  the  Council. 


Article 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action 

Bottle  of  Milk 

Foreign  matter  in  bottle 

Considered  by  Council 
Supplier  warned 

Canned  Meat  Pudding 

Metal  staple  in  pudding 

Considered  by  Council 
Supplier  warned 

Loaf  of  Bread 

Edible  oil  in  loaf 

Considered  by  Council 

Firm  concerned  warned 

Chn  of  Pineapples 

Foreign  body  in  can. 

Considered  by  Council 
Supplier  warned 

Packet  of  Potato 
Crisps 

Steel  nut  in  packet 

Considered  by  Council 
Supplier  warned 

Loaf  of  Bread 

Mouldy 

Considered  by  Council 
Supplier  warned 

Bottle  of  Milk 

Abnormal  odour 

Considered  by  Council 

No  action 

Loaf  of  Bread 

Edible  oil  in  loaf 

Considered  by  Council 

No  action 

Bottle  of  Milk 

Dirt  in  bottle 

Considered  by  Council 

No  action 
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HOUSING 


1.  General 

The  main  type  of  house  in  the  Borough  is  a terraced  type  with  either  4 
or  5 habitable  rooms.  The  common  defects  are  defective  roofs,  walls,  gutters, 
spouts,  windows  and  lack  of  damp-proof  courses.  These  defects  are  very  liable  to 
produce  excessive  dampness. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  and  otherwise  acquired  by  the  Council 
up  to  the  end  of  1963  was  2113 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  made  by  informal  and  statutory  action  the  number 
of  sub-standard  houses  remains  high. 

During  the  year  18  individual  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  under  the  Housing  Act,  and  24  houses  were  officially  represented  in 
the  following  Clearance  Areas  .—Preston  Road  Clearance  Area,  Eaves  Lane 
Clearance  Area  No.  1. 


2,  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses  Demolished 
Clearance  Areas 


Houses 

Demolished 


Persons 

Displaced 


Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation.  .. 
Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Sec.  43(2)  .... 


29 


56 


Houses 

Demolished 


Persons 

Displaced 


Not  in  Clearance  Areas 


As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

under  Section  17,  Housing  Act  1957  

Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 


17 

40 


29 

16 


3.  Unfit  Houses  Closed 


Houses 

Closed 


Persons 

Displaced 


Under  Section  16  Housing  Act  1957.  .. 
Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18 
Housing  Act  1957  ....  


6 


15 
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4.  No.  of  new,  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  50 


5.  Particulars  of  Housing  Schemes 


(i)  In  hand  at  end  of  the  year. 

Tootell  Street  — Yates  Street  comprising  24  Flats 
Frederick  Street  comprising  8 Bungalows 

(ii)  Contemplated 

Devonport  Way  comprising  8 Flats 
Tan  Pits  Site  comprising  84  Flats 


6.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 


(1)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  formally  or  in- 

formally for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  ....  464 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made  for  the 

purpose  1574 

(c)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  (a)  above  found  to  be  not  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but 

capable  of  being  rendered  fit  458 


(2)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  existing  at  end  of  year 
which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable 
at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit  119 


7.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  Formal  Notice 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  458 
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8.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . ..  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  by  Owners  I 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  ....  — 


B Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act 

( 1 ) No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  48 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  by  Owners  50 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  16,  17  and  35  of  the  Housing  Act 
1957. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  9 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  Jn  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

have  been  received  and  accepted  ....  ....  ....  6 


D.  Proceedings  under  section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

fl)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  
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9.  Housing  Act,  1949  and  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958  — 
Improvement  Grants  etc.: — 


Action  During  Year:- 


No.  of 
Schemes 


Private  Bodies 
or  Individuals 

No.  of  Dwel- 
ling Houses 
or  other 
Buildings 
affected 


No.  of 
Schemes 


(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals 

to  Local  Authority  4 4 — 

(b)  Approved  by  Local  Authority  ....  4 4 — 

(c)  Submitted  by  Local  Authority  to 

Ministry  — — — 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry  ....  — — — 

(e)  Work  completed 8 8 ^ — 

(f)  Additional  separate  dwellings 

included  in  (a)  above  — — — 

16.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959  — Standard  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local 

Authority  61 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  Local 

Authority  57 


Local 

Authority 

No.  of  Dwel- 
ling Houses 
or  other 
Buildings 
affected 


(c)  Work  completed 

11.  Rent  Act  1957 


....  61 


No.  of  applications  for  certificates  of 

disrepair  1 

Certificates  of  disrepair  issued  ....  1 

Certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled  ....  — 

1 2.  Prosecutions 

In  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  the 
owners  of  houses  for  failing  to  comply  with  Abatement  Notices  served  under 
Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  In  each  case  the  owner  was  fined  and  a 
Nuisance  Order  was  made  by  the  Magistrates. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES 
1.  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Act  and  the 
various  Orders  made  hereunder,  within  the  Borough.  Any  action  taken  under 
the  various  duties  imposed  is  outlined  below. 


Swine  Fever 

383  Licences  were  issued  and  810  Licences  from  outside  sources  checked. 
89  Special  Orders  received  and  checked. 

Fowl  Pest 

497  Movement  Licences  were  issued,  3 outbreaks  occured  in  the  Borough 
1 i Special  Orders  and  1 10  Movement  Licences,  4 Form  A Licences,  3 Form  B 
Licences.  5 Form  C Licences  were  received  and  checked. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

No  special  orders  were  received. 

Importation  of  Animals  Act 

No  Licences  issued,  15  from  outside  sources  checked. 

Transit  of  Animals  Order 

These  orders  deal  v\ith  the  conveyance  of  animals  to  prevent  unnecessary 
suffering.  Several  minor  contraventions  were  dealt  with  and  rectified  by  informal 
action. 


Tuberculosis  Area  Eradication  Order  1950 

No  notices  prohibiting  movement  of  bovine  animals  were  received. 

Waste  Foods  Order  1957 

This  Order  prohibits  the  feeding  of  unboiled  waste  foods  to  certain  animals 
or  to  poultry  and  lays  down  other  prohibitions  and  requirements  in  order  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  foot  and  mouth  and  other  diseases.  Any  person  having 
5 or  more  weaned  pigs,  or  more  than  50  head  of  poultry,  who^  collects  or  receives 
waste  foods  for  them  must  boil  waste  foods  in  plant  for  which  he  holds  a licence 
from  the  local  authority. 
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2.  Shops  Act,  1950 

The  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  closing  hours, 
Sunday  trading,  and  the  employment  of  young  persons,  as  well  as  those  relating 
to  health,  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Department. 

During  thel  course  of  Food  Hygiene  inspections  of  food  shops  routine  Shops 
Act  inspections  were  carried  out,  totalling  7 in  the  year. 


3.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

The  purpose  of  this  .Act  is  to  secure  the  proper  Cleanliness  of  filling 
materials  used  in  manufacturing  bedding,  toys,  baby  carriages  and  other  articles 
of  upholstery. 

There  are  three  registered  premises  where  filling  materials  of  the  type 
listed  are  used  in  manufacturing  articles  of  upholstery,  and  3 inspections  were 
made  during  the  year. 


4.  Heating  Applian<;es  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 

This  Act  prohibits  the  sale  or  letting  of  unguarded  electric  fires,  gas  fires 
or  oil  heaters. 

Most!  manufacturers  now  fit  guards  of  an  approved  type  to  their  appliances, 
so  it  is'  unusual  to  find  new  articles  not  properly  equipped.  Vigilance;  is  still  nec- 
essary, however,  particularly  in  the  case  of  second-hand  dealers,  and  householders 
are  frequently  advised  to  fit  guards  to  their  fires  when  unguarded  ones  are  noticed 
during  the  course  of  inspections  for  other  purposes. 


5.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  Act  provides  that  no  person  shall  keep  a pet  shop  without  a licence, 
so  as  to  ensure  that  animals  in  such  shops  are  kept  under  suitable  conditions 
and  that  mammals  will  not  be  sold  at  too  early  an  age.  4 licences  have  now  been 
issued. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collectioa 

House  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  by  a fleet  of  six  Karrier  Bantam, 
side-loading,  end-tipping  vehicles. 

In  all  26  men  (including  drivers)  are  employed  in  collecting  refuse  as 
follows  : — 


1 General  Foreman. 

4 teams  of  4 collectors  and,  1 driver  on  4 vehicles. 

1 team  of  2 collectors  and  1 driver  on  1 vehicle. 

1 team  of  1 collector  and  1 driver/loader  on  1 vehicle. 

The  appointment  of  a General  Foreman  was  sanctioned  and  he  commenced 
work  on  the  1st  August,  a Thames  5 cwt.  van  being  purchased  for  his  use  and 
that  of  the  Department  generally. 

A weekly  collection  service  is  maintained  generally,  but  a number  of  breaks 
occurred  in  this  routine  during  the  year,  due  to  national  holidays  and  sickness, 
and  changes  in  staff.  Many  of  the  shops  and  other  trade  premises  are  given  a 
twice-weekly  collection  service,  and  one  collection  vehicle  is  largely  engaged  on 
this  work. 

The  ever  increasing  development  of  new  housing  estates  is  also  bringing  its 
attendant  difficulties,  as  the  overall  length  of  carry  is  tending  to  increase  In  the 
older  properties  the  dustbins  are  usually  sited  very  near  to  the  road  or  back  lane, 
but  this  is  not  so  in  the  case  of  most  new  houses.  The  districts  allocated  to  the 
various  teams  have  been  re-organised  by  which  means  a stable  collection  has 
been  maintained. 

Storage  of  Refuse 

The  system  whereby  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  dwelling-house  and 
certain  business  premises  can  be  required  to  provide  a suitable  dustbin,  under 
the  Chorley  Corporation  Act,  1926,  continues  to  work  well  and  ensures  that  all 
premises  in  the  town  have  a suitable  bin  of  standard  size. 

During  the  year  66  preliminary  notices  were  served  on  the  persons  res- 
ponsible to  provide  bins  and  in  only  thirteen  cases  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a 
statutory  notice  to  secure  the  provision  of  a suitable  dustbin. 

Dustbins  of  an  excellent  quality  are  purchased  for  sale  to  the  public  at 
43/-  each,  300  bemg  sold  in  the  year.  With  reasonable  use  these  bins  appear  to 
have  a life,  on  a^^rage,  of  over  10  years. 
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Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Lawnwood,  where  the 
salvage  depot  is  also  situated.  Five  men  are  engaged  on  this  work  as  follows: — 

1 Tractor  driver 

2 Tip  men 

2 Paper  salvage  balers 

There  was  a decreased  income  from  the  sale  of  waste  paper  during  the 
year,  this  being  the  only  commodity  salvaged  by  the  Department.  The  sale  of  302 
tons  of  this  material  secured  a gross  income  of  £2570  (£3246 — 1962),  out  of 
which  £430  was  distributed  in  the  form  of  an  incentive  bonus  amongst  the  collection 
and  disposal  staff.  The  prices  for  fibreboard  containers  and  mixed  papers 
was  £9  10s.  per  ton  to  £7  15s.  per  ton  respectively. 

Protective  Clothing  and  Welfare 

All  employees  are  issued  with  overalls  and  in  April,  1961  a laundering 
service  for  them  was  commenced,  so  that  the  men  could  hand  in  a dirty  pair 
of  overalls  at  the  end  of  each  week  and  collect  a^  clean  pair.  Despite  the  obvious 
advantages  of  this  system  to  the  men  the  majority  have  continued  to  have  their 
own  overalls  washed  at  home.  Few  make  regular  use  of  the  laundering  service. 

In  addition  to  overalls  and  waterproof  clothing,  gloves  and  goggles  arc 
issued  to  refuse  collectors  if  requested,  and  rubber  boots  and  donkey  jackets  are 
issued  to  men  employed  on  the  tip. 

All  men  engaged  on  refuse  collection  are  allowed  free  use  of  the  slipper 
bath  facilities  at  the  Public  Baths. 

Street  Cleansing 

The  Borough  Engineer  is  responsible  for  the  cleansing  of  streets  and  snow 
clearance. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  13  public  conveniences  under  the  control  of  the  Department, 
cleaned  and  maintained  by  a staff  of  2 males  (full-time)  1 male  (part-time)  and 
1 female  (full-time)  and  2 females  (part-time)  Other  conveniences  provided  at 
Astley  Hall  and  the  Recreation  Grounds  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Parks 
Department. 
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The  insufficiency  of  public  conveniences  throughout  the  Borough  is 
noticeable,  but  certain  improvements  to  existing  conveniences  are  being  carried 
out,  and  in  September,  1962  the  new  General  Market  Public  Conveniences  were 
opened.  These  new  conveniences  are  extremely  well  equipped,  with  wash  and 
brush  up  and  free  hand-washing  facilities,  and  electric  shaving  facilities  in  the 
men’s  section. 

Regretfully,  it  must  be  recorded  that  damage  to  locks,  fittings  and  buildings 
was  again  prevalent  throughout  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  (GENERAL) 

1.  Summary  of  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Visits  and  Inspections: 

Building  Plans  8 

Clean  Air  (including  observations) 43 

Diseases  of  Animals 13 

Drainage  (Inspections  and  Tests) 199 

Entertainment  Places  1 

Factories  70 

Food  Premises  ....  611 

Food  Inspection  : — 

Routine  and  Condemnations  40 

Sampling — Food  and  Drugs  105 

Bacteriological  140 

Public  Abattoir  (Days)  279^ 

Housing: — 

Housing  Acts  — Repairs  52 

Closing/Deml.  47 

Slum  Clearance  173 

Overcrowding  33 

Imprl.  Grants  159 

Public  Health  — Repairs  192 

Re-Inspection  951 

Vermin  80 

Infectious  Disease  82 

Miscellaneous  538 

Nuisances  268 

Offensive  Trades  6 

Pet  Animals  Act  4 

Public  Cleansing  487 

Public  Conveniences  317 

Rag  Flock  Act  ....  3 

Rodent  Control  35 

Schools  1 

Shops  Act  7 

Swimming  Baths  9 

Tents,  Caravans  etc — 

Water  Supplies  198 

Workplaces  1 

2.  Offensive  Trades 

There  are  2 premises  registered  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  trade 
classified  as  “offensive”,  namely  Tripe  Dressing  1,  and  Gut  scraping  1. 

These  premises  are  all  inspected  to  see  that  they  conform  to  the  bye-laws. 
No.  of  visits  made  6 


3.  Moveable  Dwellings 
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Under  the  Chorley  Corporation  Act,  1926  (section  92-3)  no  tent,  caravan, 
or  similar  structure  is  permitted  to  remain  within  the  Borough,  nor  is  it  per- 
mitted for  any  land  to  be  used  to  provide  accommodation  for  such,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Council. 

4.  Rodent  Control 

Apart  from  the  enormous  amount  of  damage  caused  by  rodents  to  food- 
stuffs, other  materials,  and  to  the  fabric  of  buildings,  they  are  potential  food 
poisoning  organism  carriers.  Most  rat  infestations  originate  from  rats  gaining 
access  to  buildings  by  way  of  defective  drains  from  the  public  sewers  and  to 
control  the  rat  population  in  the  sewers  an  annual  treatment  by  laying  poison  bait 
in  the  manholes  is  carried  out. 


(a)  No.  of  properties  in  district 

(b)  No.  of  properties  inspected 

(c)  No.  of  properties  inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by: — 

Rats  — major 

minor 
Mice  — major 
minor 

(d)  No.  of  infested  properties  treated 

(e)  No.  of  “Block”  control  schemes  carried  out 


TYPE  OF 
PROPERTY 

Non-agricultural 

Agricul- 

tural 

Dwelling- 

houses 

All 

others 

10519 

172? 

22 

195 

150 

22 

119 

132 

4 

— 

— 

— 

76 

18 

— 

195 

150 

4 

— 

— 

— 

(f)  Any  other  action  — Sewer  treatment  carried  out  during  the  year. 

5.  Disinfestation 
Vermin 

Infestations  of  bed  bugs  or  fleas  are  now  a rare  occurrence  but  it  was 
found  necessary  to  disinfest  2 houses  during  the  year. 
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Modern  insecticides  have  made  this  work  much  easier  and  they  are  ex- 
tremely effective,  repeat  disinfestations  being  almost  unknown. 

When  necessary  bedding  and  other  suitable  material  is  treated  by  steam 
in  the  Department’s  own  steam  disinfector. 


Other  Pests 

The  advice  of  the  Department  is  frequently  sought  concerning  the  eradi- 
cation of  many  types  of  insect  pests,  and  in  some  cases  treatment  is  carried  out. 


6. 


Schools 

1. 

2. 

2. 

3. 

3. 

4 

5. 

5. 

6. 
6. 

7. 

8. 
8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
11. 
12. 
12. 

13. 

14. 
80. 
81 

101. 

104. 

105 

108. 

130. 

150. 

151. 
200. 


Chorley  All  Saints  C.E. 

„ Duke  Street  County  (Junior) 

„ Duke  Street  County  (Infants’) 

„ Highfield  County  (Junior) 

„ Highfield  County  (Infants’) 

„ Hollinshead  Street  Congregational 

(Infants’) 

„ Parochial  (Mixed) 

„ Parochial  (Infants’) 

„ Sacred  Heart  R.C.  (Mixed) 

„ Sacred  Heart  R.C.  (Infants’) 

„ St.  George’s  C.E.  (Junior  and  Infants’) 

„ St.  James’  C.E.  (Mixed) 

„ St.  James’  C.E.  (Infants’) 

„ St.  Joseph’s  R.C. 

„ St.  Mark’s  C.E. 

„ St.  Mary’s  R.C.  (Mixed) 

„ St.  Mary’s  R.C.  (Infants’) 

„ St.  Peter’s  C.E.  (Mixed) 

„ St.  Peter’s  C.E.  (Infants’) 

„ St.  Gregory’s  R.C.  (Junior) 

„ St.  Gregory’s  R.C.  (Infants) 

„ Duke  Street  Practical  Instruction  Centre. 

„ Highfield  Practical  Instruction  Centre 
„ Southlands  County  Secondary 

St.  Augustine’s  R.C.  Secondary  (Boys’) 

„ St.  Alban’s  C.E.  Secondary 

,,  St  .Hilda’s  R.C.  Secondary  (Girls) 

„ Grammar,  Southport  Road 

„ Highfield  Nursery  School 

„ Duke  Street  Nursery  School 

„ Astley  Park  School 


Progress  is  still  being  made  with  improvements  to  the  older  schools  and 
heating,  lighting,  and  other  facilities  are  generally  satisfactory-. 
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Urinal  accommodation  in  some  schools  is  not  satisfactory,  however,  and 
in  a number  of  schools  hand-washing  facilities  are  stili  below  the  prescribed 
standards. 


7.  Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  various  types  of  closets  in  the  Borough  are  as  follows  : — 


Privy  middens 

Closets  attached  to  above  middens  .... 
Pail  closets 

Waste  water  closets  .... 

Water  Closets  


16 

18 

25 

352 


i 1,120 


The  privy  middens  and  pall  closets  are  located  amongst  the  farm  and 
outlying  properties  near  the  Borough  boundary,  and  none  exist  where  sewers 
are  available.  They  are  mostly  emptied  by  the  owners,  but  the  Corporation 
undertakes  the  emptying  of  some  privy  middens  and  pail  closets. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  was  further  reduced  during  the  year, 
23  having  been  converted  to  water  closets. 

The  decision  of  the  Council  to  increase  the  amount  of  grant,  to  half  the 
total  cost  of  conversion  less  the  cost  of  the  drainage  work,  did  not  bring  the 
results  hoped  for. 


8,  Drain  Clearing 

A free  service  is  provided  for  the  clearing  of  stoppages  in  drains  where 
simple  "rodding”  or  “plunging”  is  effective,  one  man  being  employed  part-time 
on  this  work.  A total  of  1024  stoppages  being  cleared  in  the  year. 

When  it  is  found  necessary  to  excavate  and  open  the  drain  then  a charge 
is  made,  the  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer's  Department. 


9.  Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

Whenever  necessary  routine  enquiries  were  made  concerning  all  notified 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning,  necessitating  82  visits. 
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Disinfection  of  10  houses  was  carried  out  following  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  and  numerous  books  and  other  articles  were  disinfected. 

10.  Noise  Abatement. 

The  work  involved  in  dealing  with  complaints  made  concerning  noise 
again  showed  a considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year,  191  visits  being  made 
against  61  in  1962. 

Experience  in  these  matters  has  shown  that  it  takes  quite  some  time 
before  any  success  in  the  reduction  of  noise,  can  be  shown.  This  is  due  to  the 
highly  technical  nature  of  the  subject  involved  and  that  each  problem  requires 
a different  solution  to  effect  a cure. 

It  was  necessary  to  prosecute  an  ice  cream  salesman  for  using  a loud- 
speaker outside  permitted  hours.  He  was  fined  £2  and  £2/2/-  advocate’s  fees. 
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11.  Factories  Act,  1961. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties. 

63 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

185 

68 

8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out  workers 

premises) 

TOTAL  

248 

71 

8 

2.  Cases  io  which  defects  were  fouud. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

Referred 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1)  ... 

■ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 



Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective... 

8 

6 

— 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 
ing to  outworkers)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

9 

7 

— 

2 

— 
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NEW  LEGISLATION 


Nursing  Homes  Act  1963. 

The  Minister  of  Health  is  authorised  to  make  Regulations  for  the  appro- 
priate conduct  of  Nursing  Homes  with  regard  to  facilities  and  services  to  be 
provided  and  for  limiting  the  number  of  persons  who  may  be  received  into  such 
homes.  The  Act  came  into  force  on  the  15th  May,  1963. 


Public  Lavatories  (Turnstiles)  Act  1963. 

This  Act  makes  it  the  duty  of  local  authorities  to  abolish  turnstiles  in 
public  lavatories  and  sanitai^y  conveniences  and  provides  that  every  turnstile 
shall  be  removed  not  later  than  six  months  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  i.e.  31st 
July,  1963.  Should  any  local  authority  fail  to  discharge  this  duty  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  empowered  to  enforce  it. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 

The  main  object  of  this  Act  is  to  set,  for  the  first  time,  standards  of 
health,  welfare  and  safety  for  employees  in  offices,  shops  and  railway  premises. 
The  standards  set  out  follow,  closely  those  laid  down  for  factories  by  the  Factories 
Act  1961. 

The  Act  contains  specific  provision  on  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temp- 
erature, ventilation  and  lighting;  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities  and 
drinking  water;  clothing  accommodation,  seats  and  eating  facilities.  All  office 
machinery  likely  to  be  dangerous  is  required  to  be  properly  fenced  and  young 
persons  can  be  prohibited  from  cleaning  certain  such  machines  except  under 
supervision.  First  Aid  facilities  are  also  required.  The  Act  also  requires  reason- 
able means  of  escape  from  all  premises  in  case  of  fire  and  certain  premises 
(depending  upon  the  number  of  persons  employed)  are  required  to  have  a cert- 
ificate from  the  appropriate  Fire  Authority.  The  Act  received  the  Royal  assent  on 
the  31st  July,  1963  but  was  not  brought  into  force  during  that  year.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  this  Act  is  divided  between  local 
authorities  (including  the  Fire  Authority)  and  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate. 

.\nimai  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963. 

The  Act  requires  that  no  person  shall  keep  a Boarding  Establishment  for 
animals  unless  in  possesion  of  a licence  granted  by  the  local  authority  who  must 
be  satisfied  that  the  animals  will,  at  all  times,  be  kept  in  suitable  accommodation 
with  regard  to  construction  , number  of  occupants,  lighting,  temperature,  ventil- 
ation and  cleanliness.  All  animals  are  required  to  be  adequately  supplied  with 
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food,  drink  ad  bedding  material,  adequately  exercised  and  visited  at  suitable 
intervals  and  ^11  reasonable  precautions  have  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infectious  or  contagious  diseases. 


Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963. 

The  Regulations  prohibit  the  use  of  liquid  egg  as  an  ingredient  in  the 
preparation  of  food  for  human  consumption  unless  it  is  shown  to  have  been 
pasteurised  before  use.  An  alpha-amylase  test  has  been  devised  for  the  purpose 
ol  checking  this  product.  This  does  not  apply  to  liquid  egg  which  is  removed 
from  the  shell  on  the  premises  where  the  food  is  prepared  and  is  either  used 
forthwith  or  kept  at  a temperature  not  exceeding  50° F and  used  within  24  hours. 


The  National  Assistance  (Powers  of  Inspection)  (Amendment)  Regulations  1963. 

These  include  workshops  for  the  disabled  (the  responsibility  for  which  is 
>iow  that  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour)  from  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948.  They 
also  enable  officers  of  the  Ministry  to  inspect  the  arrangements  made  by  local 
authorities  either  directly  or  through  an  agent  who  provide  meals  or  recreation 
for  old  people. 


The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963. 

These  Regulations  require  all  local  authorities  to  make  suitable  arrange- 
ments for  the  inspection  of  meat  at  slaughterhouses  within  their  own  area. 
These  Regulations  replace  with  amendments  the  old  1924  Meat  Regulations.  The 
notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  was  extended  from  3 hours  to  24  hours  and  it 
was  also  made  an  offence  for  meat  to  be  removed  from  a slaughterhouse  before 
it  had  been  inspected  and  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption.  All  meat  so  passed 
is  now  required  to  be  suitably  marked. 


The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  (Amendment)  Regulations  1963. 

These  amend  the  current  requirements  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream 
by  allowing  the  addition  of  sugar  to  sterilised  or  pasteurised  mixtures  prior  to 
freezing. 

Bread  and  Flour  Regulations  1963 

These  Regulations  control  the  composition,  description  and  labelling  of 
bread  and  flour  and  fix  the  maximum  amount  of  arsenic  in  reduced  iron  for  use 
in  the  preparation  of  flour. 
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Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963. 

The  principle  change  in  these  Regulations  is  that  the  special  designation 
' Tuberculin  Tested”  will  be  replaced  as  from  the  1st  October  1964  by  the  word 
“Untreated”  which  means  that  the  new  designation  for  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
(Farm  Bottled)  will  be  “Untreated  Farm  Bottled”.  Until  December  1964  a person 
holding  an  appropriate  licence  may  use  the  words  “Tuberculin  tested  — Past- 
eurised” as  an  alternative  to  the  words  “Pasteurised  Milk.” 


Soft  Drinks  Regulations  1963. 

These  alter  the  standards  of  composition  for  soft  drinks  made  from  citrus 
;iuits  and  prohibits  pictorial  devices  on  labels  suggestive  of  fruits  on  flavoured 
carbonated  drinks.  Minimum  sugar  requirements  have  been  increased  and  max- 
imum permitted  quantities  of  saccharine  reduced  and  in  the  latter  case  must 
carry  a specific  declaration. 
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